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Louisiana: Where a man used campaign funds for childcare, but a
woman running for office is denied

nola.com/opinions/2018/11/this-woman-has-the-audacity-to-run-for-public-office-in-louisiana.html

The nerve of this woman, y’all.

I had to take off my apron and stick my Jell-O mold in the ice box to come talk to you about this.
But once I heard this woman had the absolute nerve to leave her young’uns at home and try to
stick her pretty little nose where it don’t belong, I had to say something. Normally, now, I’d leave
that kind of public speaking to my husband, but child-rearing is my cup of tea, you know,
because I’m a woman, and we try to leave the experts to their jobs around here.

Let me bring you up to speed: This lady, Morgan Lamandre, is running for the House District 66
legislative seat, one currently held by Rep. Rick Edmonds, R-Baton Rouge. Now, despite already
being employed (can you imagine, ladies, what that’s like?) as an attorney for a sexual assault
victim advocacy group, she wants to run for office! But here’s the real kicker: She wanted to use
campaign finance money to cover the cost of her child-care during campaign events to boot.

This being Louisiana, the Ethics Board got in her way, I tell you what.
1/2

https://www.nola.com/opinions/2018/11/this-woman-has-the-audacity-to-run-for-public-office-in-louisiana.html
https://www.nola.com/news/2018/11/campaign-money-cant-be-used-for-child-care-louisiana-ethics-board-rules.html
https://www.nola.com/news/2018/11/campaign-money-cant-be-used-for-child-care-louisiana-ethics-board-rules.html


The decision regarding a woman seeking office reverses a ruling from 2000, when a man holding
office made a similar request.

Things got a little sticky, as they always do when women start asking for things like equal
treatment. Turns out, the Ethics Board actually allowed this about two decades ago when then-
Baton Rouge Metro Council member Darrell Ourso asked to use campaign funds to make sure
his kids had a keen eye on them during fundraisers and community events. Well, obviously, the
board said yes back then because what’s a poor man to do in a situation like that?

Others have since used the allowance, including U.S. Sen. John Kennedy when he was treasurer,
but that’s what we in Louisiana like to do: Ensure our menfolk have access to the things that
make their lives easier, like using their campaign finance funds to go to football games and
throw beads and small Teddy bears to the less fortunate in Mardi Gras parades. But a woman
asking for the same treatment? I’m clutching my pearls, y’all, I am!

The board overturned that nearly two-decade old decision on Friday (Nov. 16), sending a clear
signal to Ms. Lamandre about exactly where she belongs: At home, in the kitchen, feeding her
babies with one hand and sticking a pot roast in the oven with the other. And make the Ethics
Board a sandwich while you’re at it, honey.

In an audio recording of the Ethics Board meeting provided to NOLA.com | The Times-Picayune,
board member Peppi Bruneau can be heard telling Lamandre, “You have children. It’s your
responsibility. It’s your decision to make as to how to balance your priorities.”

For goodness’ sakes, Louisiana, where would we be if children were left only in the hands of the
men in charge around here?

- - -

Chelsea Brasted is a columnist on the Latitude team at NOLA.com | The Times-Picayune. Latitude is a
place to share opinions about the challenges facing Louisiana. Follow @LatitudeNOLA on  and . Write
to Chelsea at cbrasted@nola.com. You can also call or text with story ideas, tips and complaints
225.460.1350.
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